NEWSLETTER OF THE LoNDON CHAPTER, ONTARIO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
JANUARY 1978 /8-1

MeeTinG NoTICE

On February 9, Bill Donaldson and Stan Wortner will present the
results of their lengthy excavation of the Late Archaic Hind site. This
extraordinary cemetery has benefited from what may be the most careful and
detailed burial excavation yet undertaken in Ontario. Excellent slides
will enhance the appeal of this talk which is scheduled for 8:00 P.M. in

Rm. 344 of Talbot College, the University of Western Ontario.



On January 12, 1978 our guest speaker Mr. Charles Garrad
gave an interesting and entertaining slide presentation on the Petun

people of the Collingwood area.

Based on his study of French ethnohistoric sources, Charles
discussed and illustrated his personal research in the field and on
the "road" that has enabled him to trace the migration of the Petun
people from the mouth of the St. Lawrence River in the 16th Century,
through Ontario, Wisconsin, Michigan, Ohio, and Kansas, to their

final residence in Oklahoma in the 19th century.

Following the Petun exposition Charles provided us with
the opportunity to examine bear jaw tools and clay pipe bowls from

his excavations in the Collingwood vicinity.
R. Fecteau

Arrangements have been made between our Chapter and the
Geography Department of the university for the joint sponsorship
of Dr. J. McAndrew's March 9 talk. To be precise, Dr. McAndrews
will be presenting two talks, with the evening one being held in
a larger meeting room at the School of Business Administration on

campus. More details will be provided in the next issue of KEWA.

EXECUTIVE REPORT

The first executive meeting of the new year was held at
8:00 P.M. on January 30 at Norah's home in Aylmer. Charles Nixon,
our president, began the evening by confirming arrangements for the
February 9 meeting and all future speakers to the end of May. A

brief discussion of the final A.C.0.P. agreement with our Chapter



a year end financial statement for our Chapter in the next KEWA, and
then the discussion turned to London Chapter representation on the

0.A.S. constitutional committee.

The evening concluded with a lengthy consideration of potential
routes for the 1978 London Chapter tour. Many were rejected due to their
length; such as, the London, Chicago, St. Louis trip. A three day tour
in mid-September was suggested which would include the following itinerary:
London, Ann Arbor, Fort Michilimackinac, Sault Ste. Marie, the Agawa
pictographs, Fort St. Joseph, Sheguiandah, and then a return to London

via the Manitoulin-Tobermory ferry.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Canadian Ethnology Society

The fifth annual meeting of CANADIAN ETHNOLOGY SOCIETY/LA SOCIETE
CANADIENNE D'ETHNOLOGIE will be held: February 23-26 1978 at the University
of Western Ontario, London, Ontario. For further information contact:

Carole Farber, 1978 CESCE Conference Coordinator, Department of Anthropology.

University of Western Ontario, London, Ontario.
R. Fecteau

McMaster Archaeological Symposium
This year's symposium is entitled ontario Iroquoian Problems and
Current Research and will be held on February 25 at McMaster University in
Hamilton. Further details can be obtained by contacting Mr. Shaun Austin
at the Department of Anthropology (1280 Main Street West, Hamilton L8S 4L9
Telephone 525-9140 Local 4423).



Abstracts of Talks to be Presented by Chapter Members

-ecteau, R. Analysis of Carbonized Plant Remains I'rom Longhouse
Features From the Draper Site, a Fifteenth Century
Huron Village, Pickering Twp., Ontario.

This paper will discuss the results of
the analysis of carbonized plant remains
recovered from flotation samples from
798 features of 11 longhouses.

-0X, W. Southern Ontario Chert Sources

The results of a seven year study on Southern
Ontario cherts is presented, with the distribution
and characteristics of this important raw material
being described. Archaeologically significant
varieties are identified and their temporal/
spatial distributions are discussed.

Miskwo Sinnee munnidominug

The manufacturing sequence in the production of red
siltstone beads and pendants on Historic Petun sites
is described. This information is combined with
petrographic source identification of the raw
material, ethnohistoric references, and archaeological
distribution data concerning the finished product in
an attempt to ascertain certain of the social
ramifications of this industry.

Kenyon, I The 1977 Excavations at the Liahn I Site, Kent Co., Ontario

The Liahn I site (AcHo-1) is located 2 kilometers

from the eastern shore of Lake St. Clair. While

C-14 dates have not yet been run (three dates will

be available by April, 1978), the Liahn I site

should date to A.D. 1300-1500. Limited excavations

on the 1 hectare site have revealed a 24 by 7 meter
longhouse structure. Subsistence was chiefly derived
from fish and other aquatic resources; corn was scarce.
The ceramics reflect the influence of two different
complexes; namely, Younge (southeastern Michigan) and
Whittlesey (northwestern Ohio). At Liahn, 20% of the
ceramics are shell tempered and at least one Whittlesey
like vessel has strap handles.

The presentation will also include a brief discussion
of the late prehistory of extreme southwestern Ontario
and outline the environmental context of this non-
Ontario Iroquois culture.

Further abstracts will be printed in KEWA as they are received.
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The following is presented as the first in what we hope will be a

series of research notes.

SUB-GREYWACKE IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO PREHISTORY
WILLIAM A. FOX

Five years ago the writer was contacted by Mr. Brian Wolfe, then
an anthropology undergraduate at McMaster University, and requested to
identifybthe source of a greenish grey rock which was a favored raw material
for tool production on his Desjardin site (Bertulli, M. and B. Wolfe, 1973).

The Tatter is located in West Williams Township of Middlesex County.

The raw material appeared to be very similar to that of the argillit
industries reported by G.R. Peske in 1963, which are generally identified as

the “Satchell complex" by Michigan archaeologists (Fitting, 1970). Indeed,



the biface industry on the Desjardin site parallelled those on Michigan
sites in producing stemmed lanceolate forms. The cultural affiliation(s)
of the "Satchell complex" is still open to question, with opinion divided

between a Late Palaeo-Indian and a Late Archaic provenience.

On the basis of hand specimens (debitage) Dr. Kramer of the
Department of Geology, McMaster University described the stone as a
"fine grained impure sandstone, well cemented to form é siliceous material",
and suggested an upper Silurian origin. The material had been obtained in
cobble form from glacial tills and seemed to have been selected for its
fine grained quality. Dr. Beales of the University of Toronto Geology
Department kindly produced a tﬁin section from one of the four flakes
provided by Brian Wolfe (see Figure 1). He suggested, as had Dr. Kramer,
that the primary (bedrock) source of this stone was to be found in the
Niagara Escarpment series of formations.

FIGURE 1 A number of upper Ordovician

and Tower Silurian formations
were proposed as potential
sources of this fine grained,
impure sandstone. This rather
loose identification stood
until 1976, when the writer

visited Dr. Liberty of the

Department of Geology, Brock
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roliowing aiscussions concerning uUntario cnert sources, Lhe Lhin
section was left for identification. Dr. Liberty reported a short time
later that both he and a colleague had independently identified the stone
as a sub-greywacke from the Georgian Bay Formation (Liberty, 1966 and 1969) .
While this upper Ordovician formation outcrops from Manitoulin Island to
the Toronto area, the sub-greywacke is best represented in outcrops of the

Tower member of the formation in the Meaford vicinity (see Figure 2).
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of this rock results in a lighter coloured surface, which can be stained yel

to red-brown by iron salts in the soil.



The presently documented distribution of sub-greywacke tools is

described as an oblique hachured zone on Figure 2; however, "Satchell"-

like sites are concentrated in the Thames and Ausable River drainages.

While many Archaic period and later artifacts are bifaces, a number of

ground celts and adzes made of this material have been recovered from

Late Woodland sites. As a description of the tool forms produced from

this distinctive raw material is beyond the scope of this paper, we will

conclude

here and emphasize that any misinterpretation of the geological

data obtained from Drs. Beales, Kramer and Liberty are the sole responsibili

of the writer.
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GNTARIO ARCHAEOLOGY QUIZ V

Answer to Quiz IV:

Trowel

trauma!l

What is often unavoidale, always undesireable?

Yes, it's that symptom of speedy excavation which

Teads to é variety of results, including an abundance of flake

scrapers and other "tools".

Below is the second word jumble born of the mind of Peter Hamalai

The same rules apply as in Quiz IV:

(Answer: Two words.

What causes archacologists to lose thcir sanity,

chew on rugs, bang their heads against the wall,

howl at the moon, ctc.?

next issue of KEWA.
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REMEMBER

Your Ontario Archaeological Society, London

Chapter dues are payable immediately, and

should be sent to:

Mr. George Connoy,
Secretary-Treasurer,
762 ETm Street,

St. Thomas, Ontario
N5R 1L4



