








Figure 6: Tee Creek (AfHg-11) Fluted Point.
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AfHg-11
History of Investigations

This Crowfield fluted point fragment was discovered during a 1976 pedestrian survey of a ploughed
agricultural field (Keron 1977) and has been referenced in the Paleo-Indian literature as T-Creek (e.g.
Deller and Ellis 1992:151). Since this initial discovery, the area in the vicinity of this find has been
examined several times by Keron, however, no additional Paleo-Indian artifacts have been recovered.
The artifact was discovered within a field located on the opposite side of the creek and roughly 200
metres west of AfHg-8, but closer to the swampy area mentioned above.

Description of Environment

Although the field containing the site was cleared for agricultural use in the last century, it has not
been subjected to as much ploughing. Until roughly 1970, the land surrounding the site was used as
an apple orchard. Keron recalls as a child spending an afternoon digging in the orchard searching for
Indian arrowheads, fortunately without success.

Artifact Description

The artifact, illustrated on Figure 6, consists of the basal section of a Crowfield fluted point made
of Onondaga chert. Attribute data for this artifact is presented in Table 1. Although it is fluted on
both faces, one face has flutes which run past the breakpoint and the other face has two shorter flutes
that terminate before the break point. The measurements for the shorter flutes are 20 mm and 13 mm
respectively. The measurement for the expanding angle should be considered a rough estimate given
that only a small portion of one lateral margin is intact. The occurrence of small pot-lids on one face
suggests that at some time this point was subjected to heating, a common occurrence on Crowfield
points (Ellis: personal communication, 2000). The point appears unfinished as indicated by the lack
of grinding of the basal concavity and the lateral margins so it may have been broken during
manufacture. Although it could be the result of a plough strike, there appears to be rétouch along
one lateral edge which could have been the result of this artifact being used as a scraper. Rather than
discarding this artifact altogether, the need to curate scarce lithic resources may have resulted in its
use as a scraper.

Evaluation of Significance

This site is an Early Paleo-Indian isolated find spot represented by the basal portion of a Crowfield
fluted point. Although AfHg-8 and AfHg-11 are located within 200 metres of each other, their
relationship to one another is unclear. They are both camp sites, however, the temporal relationship
between these sites is unknown. The observation that the creek lies between both sites suggests that

these sites represent independent camp sites that were occupied by people following a scheduled
seasonal round.
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Table 1. Point Attributes

Flute | Flute Depth | Edge

. . . Base Lateral Basal Chert
Site |Length | Width | Thick ) Length | Length Basal Angle o e g
Width | SideA | SideB |Concavity| (Avg) |CMinding|Grinding | — Type
AfHg-8 (48 mm (24 mm | 4 mm 11 mm 24 mm absent | <0.5mm | 103 deg light light Collingwood

broken | broken

AfHg-11 at at 4 mm 16 mm 20 mm | >25mm 1.5mm 107 deg none none Onondaga
28 mm | 25 mm

broken | broken . present | present
AmHf21 |, 2 a \35mm| 20mm | P but 4mm | 100deg | light light | Onondaga
16 mm 24 . broken broken
Conclusions

AfHg-8 and AfHg-11 are two of six known Paleo-Indian components found within three kilometres
of each other in Westminster Township. Two of the other sites, AfHg-3 and AfHg-13, are
represented by three trianguloid end scrapers, two made from Collingwood chert and the other from
Bayport (or maybe Selkirk chert). The third site, AfHg-4, contains two components. The first is a
point making area that has yielded two fluted point rejects, a number of channel flakes, and other
debitage. The second component located about 100 meters south consists of a single Collingwood
chert trianguloid end scraper. Although the points from AfHg-4 are made on Onondaga and Selkirk
chert, Collingwood and Bayport chert was found among the debitage.

AfHf-21 is one of three know Paleo-Indian components in North Dorchester Township. AfHg-24
(Keron 1986) contains a single Collingwood chert scraper and AfHg-28 (Keron, 1984) has yielded
a backed knife and a beaked scraper.

To date, Crowfield sites have been few and far between. Besides the type site, Deller and Ellis
(1984b) note the existence of some isolated finds in Ontario and their similarity to material from
New York State. Timmins (1994) reports the salvage excavation of a small Crowfield site and
Deller and Ellis (1996) describe the Bolton Site another Crowfield Phase site in Middlesex County.
Despite the small number of artefacts, the three Crowfield sites discussed within this paper can allow
for comparative work that can lead to inferences concerning Early Paleo-Indian lifeways. The
common factor of these three sites seems to be their extremely ephemeral nature. All three sites are
represented by a single point. No other identifiable Paleo-Indian material or even recognizable
concentrations of detritus were observed within the vicinity of the original finds. Given the paucity
of occupational debris, these camp sites have been interpreted as single use sites occupied for a short
period of time by small, highly mobile bands. A model presented by Ellis and Deller (2000) suggests
that the beach ridge sites such as Parkhill represent summer occupations where people gathered for
resource exploitation. It has also been proposed that during the winter, these summer camps disperse
into family units to exploit seasonally mobile resources such as caribou. The three sites discussed
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within this paper, given their location away from fossil beach ridges and their short occupation
period, may provide evidence for the winter component of this model.
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