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MEETING NOTICE
Dr. Jock McAndrews of the Royal Ontario Museum will present the
first talk in this season's lecture series. Jock is speaking on rossil Pollen
and Archaeology and will discuss evidence from sites in Southern Ontario,
Northern Quebec, Newfoundland and even Iran. The meeting will be at 8:00 P.M.
on Thursday, September 13 in the Gallery of Somerville House, University of
Western Ontario. Come and renew acquaintances!




EXECUTIVE REPORT

Two executive meetings were held over this past summer. The
first in Thamesford, preceeded the Chapter Picnic on June 16 and concerned
the 1980 0.A.S. Symposium to be held in London. Specific considerations
included arrangements for accommodations and the establishment of committees
to coordinate finances, contributed papers, publication of the proceedings,
etc. Rob Pihl, Bil1l Fox, Rudy Fecteau and Jim Keron have already offered
their services, but the Chapter requires more volunteers to ensure a

successful Symposium.

George Connoy hosted the September 6 meetings, where the main
topic of concern was the Chapter's New York State bus tour. We require
an additional 10 participants to undertake the tour; and consequently, it

was decided to step up the promotion, including a telephone campaign.

Election of our 1980 Chapter executive was also discussed and
it was suggested that a position of Recording Secretary be created. The
new executive position would include responsibility for keeping the
minutes of both monthly general and executive meetings. Membership views
concerning the additioﬁ of a Recording Secretary position will be solicited

at the upcoming general meeting.

Mr. Jim Keron has accepted the task of forming a nominating
committee. Those members interested in participating are asked to contact
Jim before the end of this month. Recommendations for candidates can be
communicated to Jim at 673-6138 (office) or 285-2379 (home) and should
be made before November 8. Our Chapter elections will be held during

the December meeting.




SOCIAL REPORT

This summer's Chapter picnic was the most successful to date,
thanks to the generous hospitality of the Keron family. Both the weather
and the setting were beautiful and the food was excellent. Demonstrations
were presented by Rudy Fecteau on flotation of archaeological soil samples,
Charles Nixon on fire-starting using a bow drill (most successful) and by
Bill Fox on flint knapping. Mr. Nixon also displayed a variety of wooden
implements he had sroduced employing only stone toole. His atlatl and
fletched darts were functional, especially after the darts had been tipped

with obsidian points produced at the picnic.

September 6 marked the official opening of the Ministry of Culture
and Recreation's Southwestern Region Archaeological Office at 55 Centre Street
Our Chapter President Norah McKilliam joined the Honourable Reuben C. Baetz,
Minister of Culture and Recreation; the Honourable Douglas Wiseman, Minister
of Government Services; Dr. Douglas Wright, Deputy Minister of Culture and
Recreation; his Worship Mayor Gleeson; M.P.P. Gordon Walker, and other
dignitaries as a guest of honour at the opening. The ceremony was well

attended, blessed with good weather and everyone appeared to enjoy themselves

Interior renovations to the building have proceeded to the point
where convenient and comfortable facilities are now available for monthly
general meetings of our Chapter, should the membership desire to utilize

them.




The following is another in our series of short research papers.
In this article, Rudy Fecteau describes a floral assemblage recovered from
two pit features salvage excavated on the Morpeth South site (AcHk-3)
during October and November of 1977. This small campsite, situated on
a Tow sand knoll, was destroyed during construction activities at a private
park near the town of Morpeth. Abundant evidence of chert knapping
activities was recover;d and a radio-carbon date of 2650 - 50 B.P. (DIC-1009)
or 700 B.C., uncorrected, was obtained on a carbonized wood sample from

Feature 1.

ARCHAEOBOTANICAL REMAINS FROM THE MORPETH SOUTH SITE (AcHk-3)
A LATE ARCHAIC SITE IN KENT CO,, ONTARIO

RODOLPHE D. FECTEAU
To date carbonized plant remains have been reported only from
the G. Davidson Archaic site in Ontario (Kenyon, 1978) on a small amount
of material analyzed by the author (Fecteau, 1978). This paper will
discuss a large sample of material recovered from two pit features on
the Morpeth South site by Wm. A. Fox, Regional Archaeologist, Ministry
of Culture and Recreation, Historical Planning and Research, London,

Ontario.

Kenyon (1978:5) reported the presence of elm, beech and ironwood
charcoal (which totalled .6g) and one black walnut shell fragment from

the G. Davidson site (AhHk-54).

Thirteen samples from the Morpeth South site were analyzed; ten
from Feature 2 and three from Feature 3. Charcoal and nut fragments were

identified in both pit features.




A total of 110.8g of charcoal were examined; including 91.7g
in Feature 2 of which 32.5g were identified (all wood > 6.3 mm) and
19.1g in Feature 3 of which 4.2g (all wood > 6.3 mm) were identified
(Table 1).

Feature 2 contained a wide variety of woods that included in
order of abundance: hickory, red and white oak, ironwood, beech, sugar

maple, birch, black walnut or butternut, sycamore and elm.

Feature 3 contained fewer varieties; inciuding, in order of

abundance: hickory, ironwood and white elm, sugar maple and ash.

Both features produced hickory nut shell fragments. Hickory
was represented by 90.4g in Feature 2 and .3g in Feature 3, while black
walnut was represented by 6.0g in Feature 2. The large amount of nut
shell fragments in Feature 2, accentuated by the paucity of nut shell
fragments in Feature 3, suggests that Feature 2 was in a nut processing

area.

The charcoal and nut shell fragment assemblages indicate six
available plant food sources: béech, hickory, black walnut, acorns
(red and white oak) and elm; maple and birch represent potential sugar

sources (Yarnell, 1964).

A11 wood categories identified occur in the flora of the area
today. An archival search of Ontario Land Surveyor notes shows that
an oak dominant forest, including black walnut, birch, maple, elm and
basswood covered the site during W. Hambly's survey of 1799 (Finlay, 1977

unpublished manuscript).



The large amount of hickory and oak charcoal, combined with the
fact that more than ninety percent of the nut-shell fragments are hickory,
plus the absence of oak and nut-shell fragments (even though oak charcoal
was second in abundance), suggests that hickory was a major component of

this Late Archaic group's plant diet.

An autumn occupation of the site is indicated by the presence
of black walnut and hickory nuts and oak charcoal, as black walnut and
hickory nuts are available in October and acorns in the early fall

(Yarnell, 1964).
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SUPPORT YOUR SOCIETY:  ATTEND THE CHAPTER BUS TOUR.
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