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— SEASONS GREETINGS /

MEETING NOTICE

You are all cordially invited to a Christmas get together on

Thursday, December 11 (8:00 P.M.) at 55 Centre Street. Entertainment

will include a movie, music and refreshments, of course! Ccme out,

meet your new executive and 1ift a glass with us........
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EXECUTIVE REPORT

A majority of our executive braved inclement weather to attend the
last executive meeting of their term in St. Thomas on Thursday, November 27.
A final accounting of the recent Symposium finances was the first topic on
the agenda. Our $200.00 loan from Toronto has been repaid and most of the
remaining funds will be applied toward defraying out of pocket expenses

incurred by Symposium speakers.

On a similar financial note, it was decided to appnly to Toronto
for approximately $150.00 to underwrite any losses incurred as a result
of the Chapter's proposed 1981 field activities. This funding request has
been submitted and was accompanied by a Chapter financial statement for

1980.

While there has not been a areat flood of nominees for our 1981
executive, there is still time for candidates to step forward. Nominations
can and will be accepted up until election time on December 11. The Chapter

ean provide no more than the membership ie prepared to give.

Other matters arisina included speakers and events for the coming
vear. There exist a wide varietv of options for membership involvement in
and experience of archaeoloay; such as, bus tours, day field trips/picnics,
replicative experimentation (i.e. pottery firing), and participation in
excavations. What the executive requires is some direction from the

membership.

Why not come out on the 11th with some ideas...ccece.




SOCIAL REPORT

THE PARTY - DECEMBER 11TH

cecesscssssessesoo.featuring a colour movie on Mexican archaeoloqgy entitled

Execavations at La Venta!

The following research paper is our final offering of the year.
It is presented for your consideration and comment {especiaily our Iroquoianist
bretheren to the east), and in the hope that more 0.A.S. members will be
motivated to commit their thoughts to writing in the interests of our

newsletter.......

PICKERING CHRONOLOGY - THE UNCOOPERATIVE DATES
WILLIAM A, FOX

The title of this article does not necessarily refer to unrequited
love, but to a situation that is perhaps best expressed in Dr. Richard
Johnston's (1979:98) recent observation that One may note parenthetically
a growing list of Pickering radiocarbon dates that have been judged "too late".
As any student of the Early Ontario Iroquois knows, research over the last
decade and a half has been directed by the dynamic culture historical model
presented by Wriaht in his doctoral dissertation (1966:22 and 53) and subsequently
elaborated upon in his Bennett site report (1969). Whether they accept the
model or not, researchers' perspectives and terminology have been influenced
by Wright's hypothesized parallel development of the Early Ontario Iroquois
Pickering and Glen Meyer branches startina c. 1000 A.D. and culminating

c. 1300 A.D. in the "Pickering Conquest".



It did not take long to determine through further research that the
Glen Meyer sequence extended as far back as C. 800 A.D. (Noble and Kenyon, 1972).

C14 dates indicate that the horizontal decorative motif as

Further, recent
expressed in clay vessel rim decoration attains sianificance proportions

(over 30% by various measures) in Southwestern Ontario c. 1250 A.D. (see Uren

and Force site dates in KEWA 78-6 and 80-6). This ceramic decorative development
1s generally felt to signal the beainning of the Middle Ontario Iroquois stage

in Southwestern Ontario as described by Wright (1966:54).

Faced with Wright's (1966:22) concept of branch contemporaneity,
few Pickering radiocarbon dates, and the developing pre-1000 A.D. Glen Meyer
chronology, researchers such as Noble (1975:40) were moved to reject the
Miller village date of 1115 A.D. (Kenyon, 1968:50) and assian this site a
date of c. 800 A.D. on the basis of ceramic seriation. A similar historical
perspective was in part responsible for C.S. Reid's (1975:38) acceptance of a
975 A.D. and rejection of a 1235 A.D. date for the Boys site. Again based
on ceramic seriation and house forms, M. Kapches in her Auda site talk
presented at last February's chapter meeting, was moved tc estimate a date

of c¢c. 600-700 A.D. for that site.

Taken as a group, the eleven radiocarbon dates 1isted below describe
a coherent distribution, which, considerina mean dates, ranges from 975 A.D.

to 1440 A.D.




SITE SAMPLE NUMBER RADIOCARBON YEARS "UNCORRECTED" CALENDRICAL DATE
Miller (A1Gs-1) S-108 835 ¢ 70 B.P, 1115 A.D.
Bennett (AiGx-1) GSC-143 690 + 100 B.P. 1260 A.D.
M-1527 670 + 100 B.P. 1280 A.D.
Boys (A1Gs-10) 1-7322 975 & 120 B.P. 975 A.D.
I 715 + 95 B.P, 1235 A.D.
Gunby (AiGx-5) 1-10345 565 + 80 B.P. 1385 A.D.
I-10346 695 + 135 B.P. 1255 A.D.
Serpent Mounds (BbGm-2) UGA-2487 510 + 60 B.P, 1440 A.D.
UGA-2488 905 + 60 B.P. 1045 A.D.
UGA-2489 660 + 60 B.P. 1290 A.D.
Richardson (BbG1-4) 1-9651 635+ 80 B.P. 1315 A.D.

IF, one accepts the more recent seriation of the Boys village as
compared to Miller, based on ceramic decorative technique and motif (Reid, 1975:55) -
and the author does; IF you accept the Miller date at face value - and the author
does; and IF you feel that the Middleport horizon (Wright, 1960) was established
across Ontario shortly after 1300 A.D. - and a variety of C14 dates would appear
to support this; THEN, the Pickering branch sequence is seen to correspond
remarkably well with the c. 1000-1300 A.D. time span oriainally proposed by.
Wright (1966:22).

The Auda site, which seriates earlier than Miller on the basis of
ceramics and does not display the "classic Pickering" constellation of decorative
techniques and motifs, has recently been radiocarbon dated to 885 + 110 A.D.

(M. Kapches, pers. comm.). This single date is acceptable at one standard
deviation to both Kapches (775 A.D.) and the author (995 A.D.)!

Since the primary data source for this Pickerina chronological
controversy involves "ceramic kinship", the writer will indulge this approach
by considering information from neighbouring "cousins" (fictive and otherwise)
of the Pickering peoples. The existence of a horizontal motif horizon throughout
Southern Ontario and the adjacent United States has been accepted for some time.




Techniques may vary, but the florescence of the horizontal collar motif has
been documented in Southwestern Ontario from c. 1250 to 1400 A.D,, in
Southeastern Michigan and Northwestern Ohio from c. 1250 to 1450 A.D.

(1ate Younge Phase and Springwells Phase) (Stothers and Pratt, in press),
and in New York from c. 1250-1400 A.D. (late Castle Creek Phase and Oak
Hi11 Phase) (Ritchie and Funk, 1973 and Tuck, 1971). Prior to this time,
rows of stamped obliques dominate and horizontal motifs, as they are

expressed in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, are virtually unknown.

Horizontal motifs (primarily interrupted linear technique) are
present in frequencies over 10% on both the Miller and Boys sites, suggesting
that EITHER the Pickering peoples had anticipated the motif preferences of
their neighbours by aporoximately three or four centuries OR the Miller and
Boys sites actually date to shortly before the c. 1250 A.D. horizontal horizon,
a proposition supported by two of the three available radiocarbon dates for
these villages. A similar chronoloaical placement can be arqued based on
comparisons between Glen Meyer and Pickering sequence ceramic vessel body

decorative treatment trends (cord malleated to ribbed paddle).

To summarize, difficulties in rationalizing the Pickering chronology
as defined by pottery seriation and that described by extant radiocarbon dates
should be understood to result from an attempt to impel the existing data base
to conform with Wright's (1966) model of Glen Meyer and Pickering branch
contemporaneity. While the definition of "Pickering" ceramic attributes
would have to be expanded 1in order to maintain the aforementioned character
of Wright's model, Pickerina culture as presently understood appears to fit

comfortably within the time span initially assianed by Wright.
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NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES
THE 4-BAND FLUTED PIPE THomAs KENYON

Among the many types of clay tobacco pipes found on 19th C. sites, pipes

with fluted bowls are often the most popular. A style of fluted pipe that has a

wide distribution in Canada and the U.S.A. is one with 4 bands, the motifs of the

individual bands or decorative zones displaying certain variations within the

4-band theme. BAND 1, the uppermost zone, has thin vertical lines extending to

the bottom of band 2. BAND 2 has thick vertical ribs alternating with the thin

lines descending from band 1. The features on bands 1 and 2 are consistent in

form but may vary in number from 16 to 20 ribs. BAND 3 may be plain (e.g. B)

or may have a ridged collar (e.g. A). BAND 4 is the most variable: tapering

ribs, either wide (A%B) or narrow (C); wide ribs with thin lines (D); beaded

lines alternating with thin 1ines (E); thin chevron 1lines (F). The 4-band

style appears to have been made by many different companies; for example, a

site in Wentworth Co. produced a type C

pipe marked BANNERMAN/MONTREAL, but a

similar pipe found near Thunder Bay was

marked HENDERSON/MONTREAL. Some localities

where 4-band pipes have been found are:

TYPE A, Brant and kenfrew Counties:

TYPE B, Newfoundland, Fort Saunders (Wyoming);

TYPE C, Fort Lennox (Quebec), Sault St. Marie,
Simcoe Co.;

TYPE D, Brant Co.; TYPE E, Western Ontario;

TYPE E, Haldimand Co.
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