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MEETING NOTICE

This month's speaker, Mr. Paul Carroll, is Chairman of the Van
Egmond Foundation and will be presenting a talk entitled Looking Baok From
Tomorrow. Paul will be travelling from Seaforth, where he is Principal of
the local public high school. As a long term member of his active and
committed private organization, Paul will be able to share with us the many
valuable experiences and frustrations which often characterize local
initiatives in heritage conservation.

Our meeting will be in the Museum of Indian Archaeology
gallery at 8:00 P.M. on .February 12.



EXECUTIVE REPORT

The first meeting of our 1981 executive was held for several

hours on January 27 at the Keron residence in Thamesford. Jim, Rob,

George and Charles engaged in a wide ranging discussion of up-coming

events, fortified with much coffee and Pat's chocolate cake.

Our Vice-President has been busy arranging for both monthly

meeting speakers to present talks on an Interesting variety of topics

(i.e. Egypt, etc.), and more archaeology films. Any suggestions for

presentation topics would be gratefully received by any member of the

executive. Rob is also involved in planning for the fall Ohio Bus

Tour, as well as the Chapter summer picnic. One immediate result

of Tuesday evening's deliberations is the questionnaire included

with this issue.

Further discussion centred around topics such as Chapter

finances, communication between Society Chapters, publication of

the Lake Erie Basin volume generated by our recent Symposium, and

the "First Ministers' Conference" of Chapter presidents held during

the latter event. The aim of the presidential conference seemed to

be to encourage greater co-ordination and conformity of operation

between Chapters; a move consistent with the potential eventual

adoption of a revised constitution by our Society (the parallels

with the Canadian constitutional boondogle are amusing!).

SOCIAL REPORT

As mentioned above, we require your response to the enclosed

questionnaire in order to plan interesting and satisfying Chapter

activities over the coming year. Two presently scheduled events are

our picnic in June and (hopefully) the bus tour in October.



ENVIRONMENTAL PERSPECTIVES IN ARCHAEOLOGY
?TH ANNUAL MASTER SYMPOSIUM

Once again the Anthropology undergraduate society will be

hosting these meetings in Hamilton. Neal Ferris informs us that

starting time is 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, February 21, and that a

variety of papers involving both prehistoric and historic studies

will be presented. A number of Chapter members, including Rob,

Ian, Ron Williamson and your editor will be presenting papers.

Perhaps car pools could be arranged at our upcoming meeting for

those interested in attending.

The following are some interesting figures assembled by

Jim regarding attendance at the October Symposium:

London 29
Windsor/Chatham 13
Owen Sound 2
Kitchener/Waterloo 12
Hamilton/Niagara 8
Toronto 36
Eastern Ontario 16
Northern Ontario 3
Quebec 3
New York 3
Ohio 18
Michigan 21

These figures do not represent total attendance, but simply constitute

a review of readily available information.

This month's point description was prepared by Chris Ellis, and

was gratefully received by your editor. Thanks Chris!



The following brief research article poses more questions

than answers, but is presented in the hope that additional caches

will be reported by our readers and made available for study.

flEADOWOOD CACHES IN SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO
WILLIAM A. FOX

William Ritchie (1944 and 1955) first defined the Meadowood

Phase in New York State on the basis of a number of mortuary and camp

sites. While the wide distribution of Meadowood points in Southern

Ontario has long been known, it was not until recently that excavations

directed toward a better understanding of the Early Woodland period were

initiated. Projects involving Meadowood components have included

excavations by Spence et al. (1978) at the Boyd Cemetery, the work

of Jackson (1980) at the Dawson Creek site, Williamson (1978) at the

Liahn II site and Kenyon (1981) at the Wyoming Rapids site, to name

a few.

One of the diagnostic traits of the Meadwood Phase is the

characteristic cache or mortuary blade (see KEWA 80-5) which has been

reported in caches of up to 1500 pieces in New York State. Such caches

are not widely reported in the Ontario literature, nor are they usually

as large as the average New York examples of 100-250 specimens. Recent

investigations by the writer in the South Cayuga area have brought to

light another Meadowood cache.



The average length and width (and standard deviation) of the

Moerschfelder, as well as some previously reported caches is presented

in the adjacent figure. As

can be seen, it compares

favourably in both dimensions

and range of variation to the

Hoover cache from nearby

Norfolk County. It is also

similar in dimension to the

small, but highly variable

sample of blades from

Features 14 and 25 at the

Boyd cemetery. The Moerschfelder

cache blades are somewhat smaller

and less variable in breadth than
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those of the Liahn II cemetery

cache from Kent County to the

west. Finally, a cache of seven

blades from the Townsend area, as well as two specimens recovered from the

nearby Slack-Caswell chert quarry site by S. Jamieson are larger than the

average of those caches plotted in our figure. All specimens viewed by the

writer are manufactured of Onondaga chert and the modal lateral and basal

edge configurations of all caches are convex.

What does all this mean? Does the close conformity of the Haldimand-

Norfolk caches and the somewhat larger size of the more westerly Liahn specimens

reflect stylistic differences between the blades of different bands or does it

simply reflect style changes through time? Does the greater variability in



length than in breadth represent stylistic or functional factors affecting the

production or use of these tools? Most of the Townsend specimens did display

varying degrees of lateral edge wear. Were the Hoover and Moerschfelder caches

secular as opposed to mortuary, and does their lesser variation in width reflect

the work of a single knapper, as opposed to the several who may have contributed

to the more variable mortuary caches at the Boyd and Liahn cemeteries?

The answers to the above and many more questions concerning such

aspects as the social significance of these caches can only be attained in

some measure through the study of additional caches from elsewhere in

Southern Ontario. Excavation of the remainder of the Moerschfelder cache

this summer may contribute some answers; however, the study of other extant

collections should provide additional important data.


