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Thi s month' s meetin g a t  th e museu m wil l  sin k t o
new depth s a s Ms .  Scarlet t  Janusa s present s a  bubbl y
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so th e presentatio n wil l  b e bot h wel l  illustrate d an d
interesting .

Meetin g tim e i s 8:0 0 P.M .  o n Thursday ,  Octobe r  13 .
See yo u there !
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EXECUTIVE REPORT

Presiden t  Pau l  Lenno x met  wit h Rob ,  Lind a an d Georg e o n Septembe r  2 0 i n
Londo n t o discus s ou r  fal l  seaso n activities .  A  lis t  o f  potentia l  speaker s
was draw n up ,  an d i t  wa s decide d tha t  th e Chapte r  lab s wil l  begi n agai n o n
Octobe r  2 0 (mor e o f  thi s later )  -  the y eve n agree d t o schedul e th e Christma s
part y fo r  December !  Th e Southwester n Ontari o Poin t  Typolog y poste r  wa s
accepte d i n principa l  a s a  fun d raisin g initiative .  Al l  w e requir e i s th e
flute d poin t  definition s promise d b y ou r  "Palaeolndian "  Chapte r  member !  Socia l
activitie s includin g a  ca r  poo l  t o thi s month' s O.A.S .  Symposiu m i n Toront o
and a  Chapte r  flint-knappin g worksho p wer e als o considered .  Finally ,  th e
presen t  KEWA productio n crisi s wa s addresse d throug h a  decisio n t o pa y
forme r  MCC secretar y Kell y Edward s t o typ e ou r  numbe r  6  an d 7  manuscripts .
(Fo r  thos e reader s unawar e o f  ou r  recen t  newslette r  productio n difficulties ,
you shoul d b e awar e tha t  th e provincia l  governmen t  i n it s  wisdo m ha s see n
fi t  t o leav e th e regiona l  archaeolog y offic e withou t  a  secretar y fo r  th e
las t  mont h -  so ,  pleas e bea r  wit h th e delay) .

SOCIAL REPORT

Ji m Kero n i s preparin g fo r  a  weeken d excavatio n a t  th e Harrietsvill e
Earthwor k o n Octobe r  1 5 an d 16 .  Hi s objective s ar e improve d artifac t  sample s
fro m tw o villag e middens ,  a s wel l  a s delineatio n o f  th e norther n ditc h alignment .
Severa l  universit y studen t  group s wil l  b e attendin g an d thos e loca l  Chapte r
members intereste d i n participatin g ar e encourage d t o contac t  Ji m a t  hom e
(285-2379 )  afte r  si x o r  a t  wor k (673-6188 )  durin g th e day .

The enclose d flye r  provide s detail s regardin g thi s year' s  Ontari o
Archaeologica l  Societ y Symposium .  A s i t  i s  bein g hel d i n Toront o o n thi s it s
tent h year ,  a  goo d Londo n Chapte r  turn-ou t  i s  expected .  Thos e intereste d i n
organizin g a  carpoo l  shoul d contac t  Pau l  Lenno x a t  438-959 5 durin g th e day .
Anothe r  transportatio n optio n i s Vi a Rail :

Leav e Londo n Arriv e Toront o
6:3 0 A.M .  8:3 0 A.M .  (Plent y o f  tim e t o arriv e

at  th e Downtow n Holida y In n
by 9:0 0 A.M. )

Leav e Toront o
7:3 0 P.M. ,  8:4 5 P.M. ,  11:1 5 P.M .  (an d there' s alway s th e nex t  morning!) .

A roun d tri p ticke t  wil l  cos t  yo u $20.00 .



The firs t  fal l  seaso n Chapte r  la b wil l  b e hel d a t  7:0 0 P.M .  o n Thursday ,
Octobe r  2 0 a t  th e Ministr y office s (5 5 Centr e Street) .  Ou r  firs t  evenin g wil l
be spen t  i n producin g back-issu e copie s o f  KEWA fo r  sal e a t  th e O.A.S .  Symposiu m
(se e th e Octobe r  Arc h Note s issue) .  Additiona l  suppor t  fo r  thi s Chapte r  fun d
raisin g activit y  wil l  b e require d a t  th e symposiu m i n Toronto .  Thos e intereste d
i n takin g a  shif t  a t  th e KEWA sale s des k ar e requeste d t o contac t  Pau l  a t  438-959 5

FALL MEETIN G AGENDA

Saturday ,  Novembe r  5  New Experiments upon the Record of Eastern
Palaeo-Indian Culture E.S.A.F .  Salem ,
Massachusetts .

Saturday ,  Novembe r  1 2 Michiga n Archaeologica l  Societ y Fall Workshop
Blcornfiel d Hills ,  Michiga n

Sunday ,  Novembe r  1 3 Conference on Michigan and Ontario Pre-Eistori
M.A.S .  Pontiac ,  Michiga n

Thi s month' s articl e provide s ne w informatio n concernin g th e Middl e
Woodlan d Saugee n occupatio n o f  Southwester n Ontari o an d i s dedicate d t o Mik e
and Rob :

THE WYOMING RAPID S SAUGEEN COMPONENT:  198 3 INVESTIGATION S

IA N KENYON AND WH.LIA M A ,  FOX

INTRODUCTION

The Wyomin g Rapid s campsit e (AgHk-4) ,  locate d o n th e Ausabl e River ,
was reporte d t o th e Ministr y i n th e sprin g o f  197 8 b y Bria n Delle r  an d teste d
tha t  summer  b y a  cre w unde r  th e directio n o f  Ia n Kenyo n (1979:1) .  A t  tha t
time ,  thre e separat e cultura l  strat a representin g Late ,  Middl e an d Earl y
Woodlan d occupation s wer e locate d alon g a n erodin g rive r  ban k a t  depth s fro m
roughl y on e t o tw o meter s fro m th e moder n groun d surface .

Importan t  informatio n regardin g changin g subsistenc e activitie s ove r  tim e
was recovered ,  particularl y fro m th e Middl e an d Earl y Woodlan d layers .  O f
particula r  interes t  wa s th e singl e componen t  Earl y Woodlan d stratu m whic h
produce d a  radiocarbo n dat e o f  530+8 5 B.C .  (Kenyon ,  1979:13 )  arguin g strongl y
fo r  th e existenc e o f  a  discrete ,  identifiabl e Earl y Woodland ,  a s oppose d t o
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Figure  1:  Site  Locations.
13Wyoming Rapids;  2,Burley;  3  jBennriller-Williams;
4jlnverhuron  (Ferris);  5,Thede;  6 3Donaldson.

Middl e Woodlan d cultura l  manifestatio n i n Southwester n Ontario .  Cerami c
attribute s suggeste d close r  tie s wit h Ne w Yor k tha n adjacen t  Earl y Woodlan d
group s i n Michiga n o r  Ohio .  Cooper' s (1982 )  fauna !  analysi s identifie s onl y
white-taile d dee r  fro m th e basa l  Earl y Woodlan d stratum ,  whic h whe n combine d wit h
th e recover y o f  charre d walnu t  shel l  suggest s tha t  thi s smal l  cam p relate d t o
fal l  nu t  gathering/dee r  huntin g activities .

The 197 8 excavation s faile d t o recove r  enoug h carbonize d woo d fro m th e
Middl e Woodlan d stratu m t o allo w radiocarbo n dating .  Further ,  n o analysi s o f
th e abundan t  fis h bon e characterizin g thi s occupatio n ha d bee n accomplished ;
althoug h white-taile d dee r  an d Blanding' s turtl e ha d bee n identifie d amon g
th e fauna !  sampl e studie d b y Coope r  (1982:18) .  Thes e informatio n gap s regardin g
th e Middl e Woodlan d occupatio n encourage d u s t o retur n t o th e Wyomin g Rapid s sit e
thi s yea r  t o undertak e furthe r  limite d excavations .



THE 1983 FIELD WORK

Wyoming Rapids was visited on March 11, 1983 by a gang of four: Leah Buck,
Neal Ferris, Ian Kenyon, and Dave Riddel!. Three eroding cultural deposits were
located along the banks of the Ausable river. By means of a surveyor's transit,
these three areas were tied horizontally and vertically to the 1978 datum. The
three areas explored in 1983 are referred to below as units 83:1, 83:2, and 83:3
(the "83" prefix serves to distinguish them from the 5 units dug in 1978).

Unit 83:1 was located near the centre of unit 78:4. No artifacts were
recovered but the soil zonation observed in 1978 was confirmed.

Unit 83:2 was at the extreme northwestern end of unit 78:4. A 31 litre
soil sample was collected from the Middle Woodland level and subsequently
floated. Ceramic sherds from two vessels (I & J below) were recovered. The
flotation sample yielded a 14g of charcoal for radiocarbon dating.

Unit 83:3 was 6 metres southeast of unit 78:5, and 12 metres northwest
of unit 83:2. A 28 litre soil sample was collected from the Middle Woodland
level. Artifacts included 50+ sherds from a Saugeen vessel (H below) and
numerous chert flakes. The flotation sample produced 1321 fauna! specimens
which have been analysed by Rosemary Prevec (1983).
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Figure 2: Diagrammatic Profile of the Wyoming Rapids Site.



STRATIGRAPHY

The "laye r  cake "  stratigraph y o f  Wyomin g Rapid s ha s bee n formall y describe d
i n th e 197 9 report ;  th e ne w informatio n gaine d i n 198 3 amplifie s bu t  doe s no t
substantiall y chang e th e zonatio n establishe d i n th e earlie r  stud y (se e Figur e 2) .
A summar y o f  th e stratigraph y base d o n th e 197 8 an d 198 3 fiel d wor k i s give n below .

Ther e ar e thre e basi c natura l  soi l  zone s tha t  ar e continuou s ove r  th e site .
The uppermos t  zon e consist s o f  8 0 t o 130c m o f  culturall y steril e silt ,  a  by-produc t
of  th e extensiv e erosio n an d floodin g create d b y Europea n lan d clearanc e i n th e
las t  15 0 years .  Belo w i s a  mete r  thic k laye r  o f  sil t  deposite d i n pre-Europea n
times ,  i t  i s  thi s zon e tha t  contain s th e cultura l  material ;  an d a t  th e bas e
of  th e sit e ther e i s a  stratu m o f  stick y clay ,  presumabl y deposite d b y on e o f  th e
glacia l  lake s whic h onc e covere d th e lowe r  Ausabl e valley .

At  th e ver y to p o f  th e middl e o r  culture-bearin g zon e i s a  1 0 t o 25c m thic k
laye r  o f  blac k sil t  loam ,  flecke d whit e wit h lan d snails ,  whic h likel y represent s
an earl y 19t h centur y humu s horizo n burie d b y th e almos t  catastrophi c floodin g
of  th e Europea n period .  Burie d humu s horizons ,  suc h a s th e on e a t  Wyomin g
Rapids ,  ar e a  conspicuou s featur e o f  many floo d plai n deposit s i n southwester n
Ontario .  Th e weakl y represente d Lat e Woodlan d materia l  wa s foun d a t  th e bas e
of  thi s burie d humu s horizon .

Separate d b y abou t  2 0 t o 30c m o f  sil t  fro m th e buried  humu s i s th e Middl e
Woodlan d o r  Saugee n cultura l  zone .  Thi s deposi t  range s fro m 5  t o 20c m i n
thickness ,  an d i t  i s  somewha t  darke r  tha n th e adjacen t  sil t  layers .  Th e mos t
notabl e featur e o f  thi s zon e i s it s  abundanc e o f  fis h bone ;  fo r  example ,  a
28 litr e soi l  sampl e take n fro m uni t  83: 3 produce d 132 1 identifiabl e bones ,
al l  bu t  4  o f  the m fis h (Prevec ,  1983) .  Thi s "fis h bone "  horizon ,  an d it s
associate d Saugee n pottery ,  ca n b e trace d fo r  abou t  10 0 metre s alon g th e ban k
of  th e site .  Th e Saugee n componen t  i s th e mos t  extensiv e an d riches t  cultura l
zone a t  Wyomin g Rapids .  A  3 1 litr e soi l  sampl e fro m th e "fis h bone "  horizo n
collecte d i n 198 3 (uni t  83:2 )  produce d 14 g o f  woo d charcoal ,  whic h yielde d
a radiocarbo n dat e o f  2100+8 0 B.P .  o r  15 0 B.C .  (1-13,163) .

The 197 8 excavatio n reveale d a  localize d 5c m thic k Earl y Woodlan d deposi t
separate d fro m th e overlyin g Saugee n horizo n b y 20c m o f  silt .  Ri m an d bod y
sherd s fro m a  Vinett e I  vesse l  (Kenyon ,  1978:5 )  wer e associate d wit h a n
11.5 g sampl e o f  woo d charcoa l  providin g a  radiocarbo n dat e o f  2480+8 5 B.P .
or  53 0 B.C .  (1-10,651) .

CERAMICS

Sherd s fro m a  minimu m o f  thre e differen t  vessel s wer e recovere d i n 1983 .
These wil l  b e terme d H ,  I  an d J  i n orde r  t o b e consisten t  wit h th e designation s
i n th e 197 9 repor t  i n whic h 7  vessel s (A-G )  wer e describe d an d illustrated .

Vesse l  H  (Figur e 3 )

The Middl e Woodlan d horizo n o f  uni t  83: 3 yielde d a  partiall y reconstructabl e
sectio n o f  a  Saugee n vessel .  Th e vesse l  i s decorate d o n it s exterior ,  l i p an d
interio r  wit h impression s mad e b y a  coarsel y toothe d pseudo-scallo p shel l  tool ;
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al l  o f  th e stampin g wa s execute d b y th e sam e implement .  Typicall y thes e
impression s ar e 2 4 t o 26mm lon g an d 4mm wide .  Th e too l  ha s 6  irregularl y
space d teet h o n on e sid e an d onl y 2  o n th e other .  Th e uppe r  ri m interio r  i s
decorate d wit h a  singl e lef t  slopin g horizonta l  ban d o f  thes e impressions ;
one en d o f  th e too l  i s  use d t o stam p th e l i p wit h transversall y place d
impressions .  Th e vessel' s exterio r  i s  decorate d wit h 13 + horizonta l  band s
of  obliqu e stamping ,  al l  bu t  th e secon d ar e lef t  sloping .  A s th e illustratio n
shows,  thes e band s ar e no t  perfectl y  horizonta l  bu t  ar e irregularl y wavy .
Betwee n abou t  3 0 an d 55mm belo w th e lip ,  ther e i s a  singl e ban d o f  lef t  sloping ,
sloppil y executed ,  2mm wide ,  traile d obliques .  Thes e line s ar e rathe r  shallow ,
and henc e ar e no t  ver y clea r  i n th e accompanyin g photograph .

The vesse l  ha s a n estimate d ri m diamete r  o f  25cm ;  th e nec k i s ver y slightl y
constricte d an d th e poin t  o f  maximu m widt h i s abou t  1/ 3 o f  th e wa y dow n th e
vessel .  Th e bas e i s missing ,  bu t  i t  woul d hav e ha d a  conica l  o r  sub-conica l
form .  Th e vesse l  ha s a  slightl y everte d rim ,  th e l i p slopin g slightl y inwards .
The li p i s  rounde d bu t  i n som e place s i t  i s  flattene d owin g t o th e mod e o f
decoration .  Th e wal l  o f  th e vesse l  range s fro m 7mm t o 13mm i n thickness ;  th e
thickes t  point s occu r  a t  th e shoulde r  an d nea r  th e base .  Th e temperin g i s
coarse ,  inclusion s 3mm t o 5mm bein g common.  Some coi l  break s ar e evident .

Vesse l  I

Thi s vesse l  i s  represente d onl y b y som e larg e shoulder/uppe r  bod y sherd s
fro m th e Middl e Woodlan d leve l  i n uni t  83:2 .  Thi s vesse l  i s decorate d b y
multipl e horizonta l  band s o f  lef t  slopin g dentat e stamps .  Th e impression s
ar e coarsel y toothe d an d measur e 25mm b y 3mm,  althoug h th e poorl y represente d
nec k are a appear s t o hav e dentatin g mad e wit h a  mor e finel y toothe d implement .
The vesse l  wal l  varie s fro m 8  t o 12nr n i n thickness .  Th e tempe r  i s  simila r
t o vesse l  H .  Thi s vesse l  wa s associate d wit h th e 15 0 B.C .  radiocarbo n date .

Vesse l  J

The las t  vesse l  t o b e describe d her e i s represente d b y a  singl e ri m sherd ,
a surfac e fin d fro m th e vicinit y o f  uni t  83:2 .  It ,  o f  course ,  canno t  b e
ascribe d directl y t o an y o f  th e stratigraphi c horizons ,  bu t  th e vesse l  i s  clearl y
of  Lat e Woodlan d manufacture .  Th e 197 8 wor k reveale d a  thi n Lat e Woodlan d
occupatio n a t  th e bas e o f  th e burie d humu s horizon .  Unfortunately ,  a t  tha t  tim e
no diagnosti c ri m sherd s wer e found ,  s o th e specifi c  Lat e Woodlan d cultur e coul d
not  b e determined .  Th e ri m foun d i n 1983 ,  then ,  provide s th e firs t  goo d clu e t o
th e identit y o f  th e lat e occupatio n a t  Wyomin g Rapids .

The vesse l  ha s a  flattened ,  somewha t  everte d lip ,  whic h i s 7mm thick .  Th e
nec k varie s fro m 7  t o 8mm i n thickness .  Th e vessel' s  exterio r  i s  cord-marke d u p
t o th e lip .  Th e interio r  an d l i p ar e decorate d wit h singl e row s o f  righ t
slopin g linea r  impressions .  Asid e fro m th e cord-markin g th e exterio r  i s
otherwis e undecorated .

Althoug h thi s vesse l  ha s a  generi c similarit y t o som e o f  th e mor e simpl y
decorate d Princes s Poin t  an d Gle n Meye r  ri m sherds ,  i t  woul d see m t o b e mos t
closel y relate d t o th e Wayne War e potter y o f  Michiga n (Brashler ,  1981) .



LITHIC S

The uni t  83: 2 soi l  sampl e yielde d 6  piece s o f  Kettl e Poin t  cher t  debitag e
weighin g a  tota l  o f  0.49 .  Thes e appea r  t o represen t  bifac e re-sharpenin g
activities .  Whil e th e mai n uni t  83: 3 soi l  sampl e produce d n o cher t  debitag e
whatsoever ,  a  ba g sampl e fro m a  debitag e concentratio n i n th e sam e uni t
containe d 38 7 piece s o f  Kettl e Poin t  cher t  weighin g a  tota l  o f  180.3g .  Thi s
debitag e may represen t  som e bifac e thinning ,  bu t  relate s mostl y t o primar y
reduction  o f  wha t  wer e probabl y smal l  bloc k core s or ,  perhaps ,  crud e bifac e
blanks .

No lithi c tool s ar e presen t  i n th e 198 3 collection .

FAUNAL MATERIAL

Preve c (1983 )  ha s identifie d 132 1 bone s fro m uni t  83: 3 (se e Tabl e 1) .
Preve c observes :

The fauna !  collectio n fro m [uni t  83:3 ]  i s  compose d almos t
entirel y o f  fis h bone s fro m th e Catostomu s genus .  The y
woul d belon g t o eithe r  th e whit e sucke r  o r  th e longnos e
sucker .  Al l  o f  th e sucke r  bone s wer e ver y larg e an d dwarfe d
th e referenc e collectio n bones ,  whic h wer e obtaine d fro m fis h
weighin g approximatel y lh  t o 2  pounds .  A t  leas t  1 8 individual s
ar e represented ,  usin g lef t  maxilla e a s th e determinin g elements .
Sucker s ar e mos t  easil y caugh t  i n th e earl y sprin g whe n the y mov e
up river s t o spawn .  I t  i s  als o easies t  t o catc h walley e durin g
thei r  earl y sprin g spawning .  White-taile d dee r  is  availabl e yea r
round ,  whil e chipmunk s ar e mos t  activ e fro m sprin g throug h fall .
The on e chipmun k elemen t  may b e intrusive .  (Prevec ,  1983:1 )

Tabl e 1 :  FAUNAL ANALYSI S OF UNI T 83: 3

SPECIES LIS T NO.  OF ELEMENTS

Sucke r  specie s 130 9
Catostomus  sp .

Yello w Walley e 6
Stizostedion  vitveim  (Mitchill )

Chipmun k 1
Tamias  striatus  (Linnaeus )

White-taile d Dee r  2
Odoaoileus  wirginianus  (Boddaert )

Mammal  sp .  1

Fis h sp .  2

TOTAL ELEMENTS 132 1



CONCLUSIONS

Our  effort s a t  Wyomin g Rapid s hav e bee n quit e modest ,  ye t  th e sit e ha s
produce d som e importan t  evidenc e concernin g Initia l  Woodlan d chronolog y an d
settlemen t  patterns .

The fauna !  analyse s b y Coope r  (1982 )  an d Preve c (1983 )  highligh t  som e
of  th e difference s betwee n th e Earl y an d Middl e Woodlan d occupation s a t
Wyoming Rapids .  Th e Meadowoo d componen t  i s  small ,  wit h a n emphasi s o n dee r
hunting ;  i t  woul d appea r  t o b e a  fal l  hunting/nu t  gatherin g camp .  I n contrast ,
th e Middl e Woodlan d o r  Saugee n componen t  i s muc h mor e extensive ,  wit h a  clea r
emphasi s o n th e procuremen t  o f  sprin g spawnin g fish ,  especiall y sucker .  Th e
siz e o f  thi s component ,  it s  locatio n b y a  rapid s an d th e quantit y o f  fis h bone ,
al l  sugges t  tha t  Wyomin g Rapid s i s a  "spring-earl y summer  macroban d settlement" ,
t o us e Finlayson' s (1977 )  terminology .  Indeed ,  Finlayson' s characterizatio n
of  th e Saugee n seasona l  roun d int o tw o settlemen t  type s fit s th e Ausabl e valle y
dat a extremel y well .  Wyomin g Rapid s may b e th e Ausabl e counterpar t  o f  th e
Donaldso n site ,  whil e th e small ,  numerou s component s nea r  th e Huro n shore ,
suc h a s Burley ,  may represen t  hi s "lat e summer-fal l  microban d settlements" .

The chronolog y o f  th e Saugee n cultur e rest s largel y o n th e radiocarbo n
date s fro m th e Donaldso n ( 5 dates )  an d th e Thed e ( 5 dates )  sites ,  bot h o n
th e Saugee n Rive r  (Finlayson ,  1977) .  Ther e i s  als o a  singl e carbo n dat e fro m
th e Burle y site ,  whic h i s locate d nea r  th e mout h o f  th e Ausabl e Rive r  15k m
northwes t  o f  Wyomin g Rapids .  Fro m thi s serie s o f  1 1 dates ,  Finlayso n (1977 )
has propose d tha t  th e Saugee n cultur e date s betwee n 700-50 0 B.C .  an d A.D .
600-800 .  Th e earlies t  dat e i n thi s serie s i s a  669+22 0 B.C .  soli d carbo n
dat e fro m thfr-Saugee n componen t  a t  Burley ;  however,~th e evidenc e fro m Wyomin g
Rapid s demonstrate s tha t  th e centra l  o r  mea n readin g o f  66 9 B.C .  fo r  Burle y
i s unacceptable .  Th e stratigraph y a t  Wyomin g Rapid s clearl y show s tha t  i n
th e Ausabl e valle y ther e i s a  distinc t  an d identifiabl e Earl y Woodlan d
(Meadowood )  occupatio n a t  c.50 0 B.C .  succeede d a t  som e late r  date ,  perhap s
befor e 200-10 0 B.C. ,  b y th e Saugee n culture .

But  shoul d th e Ausabl e valle y chronolog y b e applie d t o th e Saugee n valley ,
fro m whic h muc h o f  th e previou s datin g evidenc e ha s derived ? Th e Donaldso n
and Thed e site s li e som e 140k m t o th e nort h o f  th e Ausabl e an d the y ar e i n a
differen t  bioti c province :  ther e i s n o guarante e tha t  th e chronolog y derive d
fo r  on e rive r  valle y wil l  b e exactl y  replicate d i n another .  Withou t  furthe r
evidenc e i t  woul d b e prematur e t o appl y th e Ausabl e datin g t o thes e norther n
sites ,  a s i t  wa s prematur e t o d o th e reverse .

Ther e ar e tw o earl y date s fo r  Donaldson ,  530+6 0 B.C .  an d 585+15 0 B.C .
Finlayso n (1977:590-593 )  discusse s i n som e detail'th e ambiguit y o f  thes e dates .
Donaldson ,  h e point s out ,  i s a  sit e wit h a  lon g occupationa l  history .  Bot h th e
pi t  yieldin g th e 53 0 B.C .  dat e an d th e hillsid e midde n wit h th e 58 5 B.C .  dat e
hav e produce d Vinett e I  an d classi c Saugee n material .  Accordin g t o Finlayso n
th e possibl e associatio n betwee n th e earl y date s an d Vinett e I  potter y a t
Donaldso n raise s tw o possibl e explanations :  1) .  "...ther e coul d hav e bee n a
shor t  bu t  distinc t  Earl y Woodlan d occupatio n o f  th e site...(Finlayson ,
1977:  591)" ;  2) .  "...th e Saugee n occupatio n o f  th e Donaldso n sit e wa s
contemporaneou s wit h th e Vinett e I  occupation s i n Ne w Yor k Stat e an d th e
adjacen t  portion s o f  southwester n Ontario.(1977 :  592)" .  Th e dat a fro m Wyomin g



Rapid s support s th e firs t  explanation ,  but ,  onc e again ,  confirmin g evidenc e
i s sorel y neede d fro m th e Saugee n valle y area .  Perhaps ,  thi s  wil l  com e fro m
th e a s ye t  undate d Ferri s sit e a t  Inverhuron ,  whic h ha s produce d diagnosti c
Meadowood artifact s i n a  locatio n suggestin g a  chronologica l  placemen t
earlie r  tha n Saugeen .
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