








The salvage excavations of the Fradenburg site revealed parts of two longhouses and a segment of
the palisade. While the excavations were limited to one small part of the eastern extremity of the
site, the surface examination of the surrounding area, together with a review of past research on the
site, suggests that it consisted of a relatively large village with an associated cemetery, and that it
dates late in Glass Bead Period 2, ca. 1620-1624/1630 A.D.

Granting that the artifact sample from the site may not be representative of the village as a whole,
the remains recovered suggest both similarities to and differences with other contemporary Neutral
peoples. In particular, the low frequencies of shell-tempered and corded ceramics may suggest that
the Neutral of the Lower Grand cluster did not participate in the conflict between the Neutral of the
Spencer-Bronte cluster and the Algonkian-speaking peoples of the Fire Nation of southeastern
Michigan and northwestern Ohio. At the very least, the variations in foreign influences tend to
underscore the differences which researchers have long noted between the various tribal clusters of
the Neutral confederacy. The extent and nature of those differences forms one of the most interesting
topics for future study of the Neutral.

Past surveys in the vicinity of the Lower Grand River have documented a modest inventory of a
dozen or so Neutral sites, most of which date to the historic Neutral of the late 16™ and early 17"
centuries. The evidence suggests that they subsume a range of types, and that they relate to the
development of a single community through time.

As a basis for meaningful interpretation, the Neutral site inventory for the Lower Grand obviously
leaves a great deal to be desired. With the partial exception of the Fradenburg village, deficiencies
in the data base include limited artifact samples, an absence of controlled surface collections and
detailed mapping to document site size, type and limits, and an absence of subsistence and
settlement pattern data generated by professional excavations. Indeed, it is a reflection of the
deficiencies of the data base that not one of these sites, including Fradenburg, has had a level of
investigation equivalent to a Stage 3 archaeological assessment as defined by the Ministry guidelines
(MCTR 1993). These problems are not a reflection on the quality of past research conducted in the
area. Rather, they derive from the fact that most of the work was carried out some decades ago, as
part of larger research designs extending well beyond the area, and that the investigations in question
lacked both the resources and the mandate to accomplish a more in-depth study of the historic
Neutral occupation of the Lower Grand.

Great advances in Neutral research have been made since the inception of detailed studies in the
1960's. This is most particularly true of the Spencer-Bronte and Fairchild-Big site clusters, the scene
of intensive survey and extensive excavations, and the subject of numerous publications. These two
clusters shared the dual advantage that they were located within a convenient distance of the centre
of research at McMaster University, and that they comprised by far the greatest concentration of
historic Neutral settlement. However, our understanding of the Neutral occupations of the Spencer
Creek, Bronte Creek, Fairchild Creek and Big Creek drainages has also benefited from the fact that
they are situated within the urban shadow of the Golden Horseshoe. In consequence of development
pressures and of legislation requiring archaeological assessments, the foundation of knowledge
created by pure research in this area has been further built upon by the results of archaeological
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surveys and excavations carried out in the course of cultural resource management activities.

To date, the Lower Grand River has been peripheral to the main focus of Neutral research. The
relative lack of development pressures in this area has also meant that the absence of intensive
research has not been compensated for to any significant degree by archaeological resource
assessments. That situation is unlikely to change in the near future. Nevertheless, the events which
occasioned the 1989 salvage excavations serve as a reminder that threats to archaeological resources
can occur anywhere, even in a setting as pastoral as the Lower Grand of the Fradenburg Tract.

References Cited

Boyle, D.
1888 Annual Report of the Canadian Institute, 1886-1887. Warwick and Sons, Toronto,
Ontario.

Burns, James A.

1972 Faunal Analysis of the Cayuga Bridge Site (AfGx-1). In The Princess Point
Complex, by David Marvyn Stothers. Archaeological Survey of Canada Paper No.
58: 300-306 (1977).

Chapman, L.J. and D.F. Putnam
1984  The Physiography of Southern Ontario, Third Edition. Ontario Geological Survey
Special Volume 2.

Cooper, M.

1985  Archaeology of the Frontier: Recent Research in the Fort Erie - Port Colborne Area.
Paper presented at the Annual Meeting, Ontario Archaeological Society, London,
Ontario.

Dodd, C.F.
1984  Ontario Iroquois Tradition Longhouses. National Museum of Man, Archaeological
Survey of Canada, Mercury Series, Paper No. 124:181-437.

1995 The Haley's Pond Site: An Historic Neutral Cabin Site, Brant County, Ontario. In
MTO Contributions to the Archaeology of the Late Woodland Period in
Southwestern Ontario: Small Sites Investigations. Edited by P.A. Lennox. London
Museum of Archaeology, Research Report No. 24.

Ellis, C.J., LT. Kenyon, and M. W. Spence

1990 The Archaic. In The Archaeology of Southern Ontario to A.D. 1650. Edited by C.J.
Ellis and N. Ferris. Occasional Publication of the London Chapter of the Ontario
Archaeological Society Number 5:65-124.

45



Ferris, N.

1987 The Milton Heights (Gaetan) Historic Neutral Cemetery Excavations (AjGx-44):
Artifact Analysis. Report on file, Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and
Recreation, Toronto, Ontario.

Finlayson, W., M. Brown and C. Turton
1989 "A Sedimental Journey": Twenty Years of Archaeological Research in the Crawford
Lake Area. The Palisade Post 10(4):1-8.

Fitzgerald, W.R.

1982 Lest the Beaver Run Loose: The Early 17th Century Christianson Site and Trends
in Historic Neutral Archaeology. National Museum of Man Mercury Series,
Archaeological Survey of Canada, Paper 111. Ottawa.

1983 Further Comments on the Neutral Glass Bead Sequence. Arch Notes 83(1):31-46.
1984 An Introduction to the Raymond Reid (AiHa-4) Hamlet. Arch Notes 84(2):3-24.

1990 Chronology to Cultural Process: Lower Great Lakes Archaeology, 1500-1650. Thesis
submitted in partial fulfilment of the Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of
Philosophy, Department of Anthropology, McGill University, Montreal.

nd.  Stratford (AhHa-25) Village: Temporal Placement and Cultural Relationships.
Report on file, Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, London,
Ontario.

Fitzgerald, W.R. and P.G. Ramsden
1988 Copper Based Metal Testing as an Aid to Understanding Early European-

Amerindian Interaction: Scratching the Surface. Canadian Journal of Archaeology
12:153-162.

Fox, W.

1976 The Central North Erie Shore. In The Late Prehistory of the Lake Erie Drainage
Basin. Edited by D. Brose, pp. 162-192. The Cleveland Museum of Natural History,
Cleveland, Ohio.

1985 The Freelton/Misner Site Looting and Prosecution. KEWA 85(5):3-13
Hamalainen, P.
1977 Townsend Community Development Area - Archaeological Survey 1976. Data Box

332. Research Manuscript Series, Ministry of Culture and Recreation, Toronto,
Ontario.

46



Halpren, 1.

1973 A Comparative Analysis of Three Iroquoian Indian Populations Employing Non-
Metrical Cranial Traits. Master's thesis, Department of Anthropology, McMaster
University, Hamilton.

Houghton, F.
1909  The Indian Occupancy of the Niagara Frontier. Bulletin of the Buffalo Society of
Natural Sciences 9(3):263-374.

Jamieson, S.M.
1981 Economics and Ontario Iroquoian Social Organization. Canadian Journal of
Archaeology 5:19-30.

Kapches, Mima
1976  The Interments of Infants of the Ontario Iroquois. Ontario Archaeology 27:29-39.

Kenyon, I. T.
1969 Glass Beads: A Technique for Dating Historic Neutral Sites. Manuscript on file,
Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation.

1972 The Neutral Sequence in the Hamilton Area. Paper presented at the Annual Meeting
of the Canadian Archaeological Association, St. John's, Newfoundland.

1985 A Preliminary Report on the Misner Cemetery Glass Beads. KEWA 85(5):14-20.
1986 A Preliminary Report on the Tregunno/Carlisle Excavations. KEWA 86(7):3-18.

Kenyon, I.T. and T. Kenyon

1983 Comments on Seventeenth Century Glass Trade Beads From Ontario. In
Proceedings of the 1982 Glass Trade Bead Conference, edited by C. Hayes III.
Rochester Museum and Science Centre, Research Records 16:59-74.

Kenyon, I.T. and W. Fox
1982 The Grimsby Site - A Second Look. KEWA 82(9):3-16.

Kenyon, W.A.

1982 The Grimsby Site: A Historic Neutral Cemetery. Archaeological Monograph, Royal
Ontario Museum, Toronto, Ontario.

Lennox, P.A.

1976  An Archaeological Survey of the Niagara Peninsula (May 1-30, 1975). March 1976.
Report on file, Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation.

1981 The Hamilton Site: A Late Historic Neutral Town. National Museum of Man,

47



Archaeological Survey of Canada, Mercury Series, Paper No. 103:211-403.

1984a The Hood Site: A Historic Neutral Town of Ca. 1640 A.D. National Museum of
Man, Archaeological Survey of Canada, Mercury Series, Paper No. 121:1-183.

1984b The Bogle I and Bogle II Sites: Historic Neutral Hamlets of the Northern Tier.
National Museum of Man, Archaeological Survey of Canada, Mercury Series, Paper
No. 121:184-289.

Lennox, P. and W .R. Fitzgerald

1990  The Culture History and Archaeology of the Neutral Iroquoians. In The Archaeology
of Southern Ontario to A.D. 1650. Edited by C.J. Ellis and N. Ferris. Occasional
Publication of the London Chapter of the Ontario Archaeological Society Number
5:405-456.

Lennox, P. and C. Murphy

1989 An Archaeological Survey of the Proposed Highway 403 Right-of-Way, Ancaster
to Brantford, W.P. 65-67-00. Report on file, Ontario Ministry of Transportation,
London, Ontario.

MacDonald, J.D A.
1991 The Neutral Freelton Village Site. KEWA 91(3):3-23.

Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation (MCZCR)

1993 Archaeological Assessment Technical Guidelines, Stage 1-3 and Reporting
Format. Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Recreation, Cultural and Programs
Branch, Archaeology and Heritage Planning, toronto.

Noble, W. C.

1978  The Neutral Indians. In Essays in Northeastern Anthropology in Memory of Marian
E., White. W.E. Engelbrecht and D.K Grayson, editors. Occasional Publications in
Northeastern Anthropology, Number 5, pp. 152-164. Department of Anthropology,
Franklin Pierce College, Rindge, New Hampshire.

1980 Thorold: An Early Historical Niagara Neutral Town. In Villages in the Niagara
Peninsula. Proceedings of the Second Annual Niagara Peninsula History Conference,
Brock University. Edited by J. Burtniak and W.B.Turner.

1984  Historic Neutral Iroquois Settlement Patterns. Canadian Journal of Archaeology 8
(1): 3-26.

D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc.

1993  Report on the 1992 Stage III Archaeological Investigations of the Proposed Union
Gas NPS 48 Hamilton to Milton Loop, Hamilton Take-Off to Milton Tie-In. Report

48




on file, Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation.

Poulton, D.R.

1994 Summary of 1992 Consulting Activities of D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. Fourth
Annual Archaeological Report of Ontario, New Series: 48-53. Ontario Heritage
Foundation, Toronto, Ontario.

Poulton, D.R., C.F. Dodd, M.W. Spence and R Fecteau

1996 The 1989 Archaeological Salvage Exavations of the Fradenburg Site (AfGw-28), South
Cayuga Township, Haldmand-Norfolk Regional Municipality, Ontario. Document prepared
for the Ontario Heritage Foundation.

Presant, EW. and C.J. Acton
1984 Soils of the Regional Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk, Volume 1. Report No.
57 of the Ontario Institute of Pedology.

Reid, C. and T. Conway
1976 The McClellahan Ossuary: A Study in Data Retrieval from a Looted Early Historic
Site. Ontario Archaeology 26:31-45.

Ridley, F.
1961  Archaeology of the Neutral Indians. Etobicoke Historical Society.

Saunder, S.R.
1989 The MacPherson Site Human Burials: A Preliminary Descriptive Report. Manuscript
on file, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario.

Scott, W. B. and E. J. Crossman

1975  Freshwater Fishes of Canada. Fisheries Research Board of Canada Bulletin No.
184.

Stothers, D. M.
1972 The Shaver Hill Burial Complex - Reflections of a Neutral Indian Population: A Preliminary
Statement. Toledo Area Aboriginal Research Bulletin 2 (1):28-37.

1974 An Archaeological Survey of the Lower Grand River, 1974. Report on file, Ontario
Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation.

1977  The Princess Point Complex, by David Marvyn Stothers. Archaeological Survey of
Canada Paper No. 58: 300-306 (1977)

Thwaites, R.G., ed.
1896 The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents. 73 volumes. Cleveland: Burrows.

49



Trigger, B.
1976 The Children of Aataensic: A History of the Huron People to 1660. Two volumes.
McGill-Queen's University Press, Montreal.

Warrick, G.
1983 A Report on the Archaeology of the Cooper Sites (AIGm-18 and AIGm-19). Report
on file, Ontario Heritage Foundation, Toronto, Ontario.

1984  Reconstructing Ontario Iroquois Village Organization. National Museum of Man,
Archaeological Survey of Canada, Mercury Series, Paper No. 124:1-180.

1990 A Population History of the Huron-Petun, A.D. 900-1650 A.D. Ph.D dissertation,
Department of Anthropology, McGill University, Montreal.

Waugh, F.
1903  Attiwandaron or Neutral Village Sites in Brant County. Annual Archaeological
Report for Ontario for 1902:70-79.

White, M. E.
1961 Iroquois Culture History in the Niagara Frontier Area of New York State.
University of Michigan, Anthropological Papers, No. 16. Ann Arbor.

1972 On Delineating the Neutral Iroquois of the Eastern Niagara Peninsula of Ontario.
Ontario Archaeology Publication No. 17: 62-73.

Williamson, R.F.

1996  In the Shadow of the Bridge: 4000 years of Occupation. Presentation to the monthly
meeting of the London Chapter of the Ontario Archaeological Society. March 14,
1996.

Wright, M. J.
1981 The Walker Site. National Museum of Man, Archaeological Survey of Canada,
Mercury Series, Paper No. 103:1-209.

Acknowledgements

The 1989 salvage of the Fradenburg site would not have been possible except for the efforts
of a large number of individuals. Accordingly, our thanks are extended to the following:

to Howie Bauker, Councillor, Regional Municipality of Haldimand-Norfolk, who first
observed the threat to the site, and was responsible for bringing it to the attention of the appropriate
authorities;

to the landowner, Mr. Alfred Wilson, and his building contractor, John Medeiros of Medeiros

50




Homes, for permitting and for helping to accommodate the salvage excavations within their
construction schedule;

to Dr. Mima Kapches, Associate Curator of the Department of New World Archaeology at
the Royal Ontario Museum, who provided information on the Museum's Peter Pringle collection and
archives;

to Paul Lennox, Regional Archaeologist of the Ministry of Transportation, Southwestern
Region, who kindly provided access to his copies of Pringle's maps, and also provided the benefit
of his insights from a lifetime of interest in the archaeology of the Lower Grand,

to Dr. Howard Savage and Charleton Kirskallen, of the University of Toronto, for kindly
providing access to the U of T faunal lab;

to Ian Kenyon of the Ontario Heritage Foundation, for comments on draft sections of this
report, and for the invaluable information he provided on the history of research in the area;

to Dena Dorozenko, for her patience and perseverance in administering the project on behalf
of the Ontario Heritage Foundation, and to the OHF, for their generous support, without which this
excavation could never have taken place; and,

to members at large of the Ontario Archaeological Society, who rallied to the cause of the

salvage of the past, even on the weekend of the Society's annual symposium, and to members of the
London Chapter of the OAS, who assisted the laboratory processing of the material on lab nights.

51





