




the GBP2 Christiansen site (ca. 1600-1630 A.D.) and 27% at the GBP3b Hood site and 64% at the
GBP3b Hamilton site (ca. 1630-1650 A.D.) (Lennox and Fitzgerald 1990:418; Fitzgerald 1990:298).
Comparable data are not yet available for all other Neutral site clusters during GBP2 and 3, but
where they are, the incidence of shell tempering is considerably lower than in the Spencer-Bronte
cluster. For example, shell tempering at the GBP3a Walker site and the GBP2/3 Stratford site of the
Fairchild-Big cluster has an incidence of 4% and 5%, respectively (Wright 1981; Fitzgerald n.d.).
A similar frequency of 7% has been recorded at the GBP3b Borscok site in the Lower Bronte cluster
(D.R. Poulton & Associates 1993:32), while the incidence of shell tempering is only 1.1% at the
GBP2/3 Thorold site in the northeastern Niagara Peninsula cluster (Noble 1980:52).

In the Fradenburg sample, shell tempering has a maximum occurrence of 2.9% and cording has a
frequency of 4.9%. The low occurrence of cording and shell tempering correspond with an absence
of certain other foreign traits such as applique strips, as well as a low incidence of collarless vessels.
It is possible that the incidence of shell tempering and corded pottery at Fradenburg reflect limited
foreign influences from directions other than the southwest Lake Erie basin, for example from the
Whittlesey focus of northeastern Ohio. In any event, in the relatively low occurrence of these traits,
the Fradenburg pottery resembles ceramic samples characteristic of several other Neutral site
clusters, notably Fairchild-Big, Lower Bronte and the Northeastern Niagara Peninsula.

The low frequency of the pertinent foreign traits in these site clusters is in marked contrast to the
Spencer-Bronte cluster. This may indicate that the tribes in question were not active participants in
the warfare with the Fire Nation of southwestern Michigan and northwestern Ohio, or that they
participated in the conflict to a much lesser degree than the people of the Spencer-Bronte cluster.
Certainly, the close cultural ties between the various tribes of the Neutral confederacy offered any
number of alternative mechanism for the introduction of these traits.

The evidence available, while very incomplete, further suggests that the frequency of these foreign
traits decreases with distance from the Spencer-Bronte cluster. The Lower Bronte cluster
immediately to the east, and the Fairchild-Big cluster immediately to the south, are characterized
by low frequencies of shell tempering in the neighbourhood of 4-7%, whereas the Thorold and
Fradenburg sites which pertain to separate populations lower in the Niagara Peninsula have even
smaller frequencies of shell tempering in the neighbourhood of 1-3%. Whatever the mechanism(s)
for the introduction of these traits may have been, the data suggest that the intensity of the relevant
cultural influence or contact decreased with distance to the Spencer-Bronte cluster.

Summary and Conclusions

The Lower Grand River has been the focus of professional and amateur archaeological
investigations for over half a century. However, none of the past investigations in this area has
involved an intensive study of the Late Woodland presence. In consequence, the 1989 salvage
excavations of the Fradenburg site afford the first detailed glimpse into the Neutral occupation of
the area.
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The salvage excavations of the Fradenburg site revealed parts of two longhouses and a segment of
the palisade. While the excavations were limited to one small part of the eastern extremity of the
site, the surface examination of the surrounding area, together with a review of past research on the
site, suggests that it consisted of a relatively large village with an associated cemetery, and that it
dates late in Glass Bead Period 2, ca. 1620-1624/1630 A.D.

Granting that the artifact sample from the site may not be representative of the village as a whole,
the remains recovered suggest both similarities to and differences with other contemporary Neutral
peoples. In particular, the low frequencies of shell-tempered and corded ceramics may suggest that
the Neutral of the Lower Grand cluster did not participate in the conflict between the Neutral of the
Spencer-Bronte cluster and the Algonkian-speaking peoples of the Fire Nation of southeastern
Michigan and northwestern Ohio. At the very least, the variations in foreign influences tend to
underscore the differences which researchers have long noted between the various tribal clusters of
the Neutral confederacy. The extent and nature of those differences forms one of the most interesting
topics for future study of the Neutral.

Past surveys in the vicinity of the Lower Grand River have documented a modest inventory of a
dozen or so Neutral sites, most of which date to the historic Neutral of the late 16th and early 17th

centuries. The evidence suggests that they subsume a range of types, and that they relate to the
development of a single community through time.

As a basis for meaningful interpretation, the Neutral site inventory for the Lower Grand obviously
leaves a great deal to be desired. With the partial exception of the Fradenburg village, deficiencies
in the data base include limited artifact samples, an absence of controlled surface collections and
detailed mapping to document site size, type and limits, and an absence of subsistence and
settlement pattern data generated by professional excavations. Indeed, it is a reflection of the
deficiencies of the data base that not one of these sites, including Fradenburg, has had a level of
investigation equivalent to a Stage 3 archaeological assessment as defined by the Ministry guidelines
(MCTR 1993). These problems are not a reflection on the quality of past research conducted in the
area. Rather, they derive from the fact that most of the work was carried out some decades ago, as
part of larger research designs extending well beyond the area, and that the investigations in question
lacked both the resources and the mandate to accomplish a more in-depth study of the historic
Neutral occupation of the Lower Grand.

Great advances in Neutral research have been made since the inception of detailed studies in the
1960's. This is most particularly true of the Spencer-Bronte and Fairchild-Big site clusters, the scene
of intensive survey and extensive excavations, and the subject of numerous publications. These two
clusters shared the dual advantage that they were located within a convenient distance of the centre
of research at McMaster University, and that they comprised by far the greatest concentration of
historic Neutral settlement. However, our understanding of the Neutral occupations of the Spencer
Creek, Bronte Creek, Fairchild Creek and Big Creek drainages has also benefited from the fact that
they are situated within the urban shadow of the Golden Horseshoe. In consequence of development
pressures and of legislation requiring archaeological assessments, the foundation of knowledge
created by pure research in this area has been further built upon by the results of archaeological
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surveys and excavations carried out in the course of cultural resource management activities.

To date, the Lower Grand River has been peripheral to the main focus of Neutral research. The
relative lack of development pressures in this area has also meant that the absence of intensive
research has not been compensated for to any significant degree by archaeological resource
assessments. That situation is unlikely to change in the near future. Nevertheless, the events which
occasioned the 1989 salvage excavations serve as a reminder that threats to archaeological resources
can occur anywhere, even in a setting as pastoral as the Lower Grand of the Fradenburg Tract.
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