
Following World War 2, the end of post-war austerity finally enabled the long-delayed construction
of a bandshell to replace the bandstand. This structure, the Kiwanis bandshell, was completed in June,
1950. The following year, the roads through the park were closed to motorized traffic, and were
narrowed to pathways. The year 1958 saw the creation of a shuffleboard court north of the bandshell,
and the inception of what has become a tradition within the park: the installation of Christmas lights
which marked the beginning of the annual Winter Wonderland celebration. That same year, the Holy
Roller Tank, which had seen action at Normandy in World War 2, was installed. In 1963, the
illuminated fountain was removed: this was one of the last major features of Charles Miller's original
1878 concept for Victoria Park.

Additional changes have occurred over the past decade. Foremost among these was the construction
in 1990 of a new bandshell to replace the 1950 bandshell. The new structure was larger than the one
it replaced, and entailed significant landscape modifications in the immediate area. In response to
concerns for impacts to potential archaeological resources associated with the Framed Infantry
Barracks, the architect for the project engaged the consulting firm of Archaeological Services Inc.
to conduct monitoring of the construction. No significant or intact remains of the 19th century
barracks were identified by the monitoring, although some refuse potentially associated with the
occupation was recovered in one area (ASI1991).

STAGE 2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY

The field survey of Victoria Park was carried out over a nine day period in October, 1997. The
strategy for the survey involved systematic coverage by test pitting at fixed intervals of 5-10 metres
throughout the park. A five metre interval was used in the areas encompassed by the former Framed
Infantry Barracks; a 10 metre interval was used in the lands to the south (Figure 2). Gaps were
present in the survey coverage at points where prospective test pits fell within asphalt paths or other
hard surfaces. Additional gaps occurred where points of the survey grid fell within 3 metres of a tree,
or within utilities rights-of-way. The latter included hydro and water mains as well as buried telephone
cables.

Results

In all, 793 pits were excavated during the course of the Stage 2 archaeological survey resulting in the
recovery of 7,397 artifacts. This sum is exclusive of 173 recent items which are not considered to be
of archaeological significance. Excluding recent materials, a total of 177 test pits were sterile: these
represent 22% of all test pits. The field survey confirmed the presence of a significant quantity of
cultural material within Victoria Park. No evidence to substantiate a prehistoric presence in the
property was identified by the survey. Rather, analysis indicates that the majority of the remains
pertain to the general period of the occupation of the Framed Infantry Barracks in the mid 19th

century. As a result of this assessment, the Framed Barracks site has been registered as AfHh-244.

Artifacts recovered by the survey include a range of material pertaining to various historically
documented periods in the evolution of the property. One feature confirmed by the survey was the
riding promenade which originally extended around the park. This feature dates from 1871, and
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represents the first component of the park to be realized. The survey also recovered graphite
electrodes from electric arc lamps used to light the early park. Later evidence of lighting was
recovered too, notably fragments of red and green Christmas lights. These could date to any time
within the past 40 years, from 1958, when the city instituted the Winter Wonderland celebration.

Scant evidence was found for an historic presence within the property predating the genesis of the
barracks in 1839-1840. Of the more than 7000 artifacts recovered by the archaeological survey of
Victoria Park, only four or five specimens potentially date to the first two decades of the 19th century.
All consist of ceramic sherds from broken plates, cups or bowls. These include a piece of a plain
creamware plate and three sherds of pearlware, one or two of which are fragments of green edge
ware plates. These remains were somewhat diffusely distributed. It is impossible to form any
definitive interpretation of their significance on the basis of a test pit survey, but it is possible that they
pertain to one or more earlier squatters resident within the property during the 1820's or 1830's.

The northern part of the park, where the barracks once stood, accounts for 93% of the artifact sample
recovered by the survey. Some of these remains almost certainly belong to the period from 1853 to
1861, when the troops were absent from the barracks, and the facilities were used as a refugee camp
and an integrated school. However, the vast majority of this material is presumed to relate to the
years of the military occupation of the Framed Infantry Barracks, when several hundred individuals
worked and lived in the complex.

Cultural remains recovered by the survey are dominated by artifacts which relate to the construction
and maintenance of buildings, notably architectural remains (bricks, window glass, mortar and
plaster), hardware (primarily nails) and material related to the heating of the structures (charcoal, coal
and slag). Together, these comprise 3255 specimens, or 44% of the overall sample. The range and
quantity of these remains attest to the substantial nature of the buildings which formed the Framed
Infantry Barracks.

Domestic debris are also well represented in the material recovered. These include ceramic tablewares
(bowls, plates, cups, saucers, etc.), utilitarian wares (notably coarse earthenware and stoneware
vessels and glass bottles), glass tablewares (serving dishes, stemware and tumblers), and faunal
remains (primarily the bones of cattle, sheep and pigs). These remains comprise a total of 2338
specimens, or 32% of the overall sample. Their presence in such quantity attests to the fact that the
barracks served as home to several hundred people for a period of some decades.

Other classes of material are less well represented in the sample, but also serve to inform us about the
daily lives of the men, women and children who lived in the barracks. These include personal items
(smoking pipes, toiletry items, jewellery, toys, etc.), items of apparel (military and other buttons,
buckles, etc.) (Figure 4) and arms (gun flints, lead shot, percussion caps, etc.).

Previous background studies had inferred that Victoria Park contained substantial and well-preserved
foundations and other below-ground remains of the military barracks, and this was substantiated by
the survey. The following discussions summarize the information for a number of key buildings for
which data were obtained by the survey.
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Figure 4 Select military buttons from Victoria Park
a Royal Welsh Fusiliers button (1843-45, 1850-53) d unidentified gilt naval cap button
b 2nd. Battalion Welsh Regiment button (1867-69) e Royal Artillery Regiment button (1841-53)
c Royal Irish Rifles button (183 8-1842)

Canteen The 1997 survey confirmed the presence of significant quantities of remains relating to
the canteen. Architectural materials are very well represented: the sample from this area represents
24% of all of the architectural remains recovered by the Victoria Park survey. All materials are
present in quantity, but brick and plaster are especially common in this area. Interestingly, the plaster
includes many painted fragments, some with a whitewash, some with red paint. This demonstrates
that at least certain rooms within the canteen had painted plaster walls. The canteen area also
produced fully 24% of all nails recovered by the survey. This is second only to the area of the
officers' quarters.

A more detailed distributional study of the architectural remains indicates that the test pits richest in
these remains in the canteen area tend to occur along alignments. As it happens, these alignments
compare reasonably well with the inferred alignment of the foundation of the canteen as determined
by the study of historic maps of the barracks complex. Similar patterns also appear in the distributions
for the soldiers' quarters and the officers' quarters. At best, these apparent correlations would
indicate that the placement of the various buildings of the Framed Infantry Barracks inferred by the
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study is remarkably precise. At the least, they indicate that the inferred locations are in the right
ballpark. Whatever the case, excavations would be necessary to determine exactly how these various
deposits relate to the structures in question.

The primary function of the canteen was to feed the men, and this is reflected in the nature of the
other remains recovered from the vicinity of the canteen. This area produced nearly one quarter of
the ceramic tablewares, almost 40% of the total sample of glass tablewares, including a number of
tumblers, 40% of all smoking pipe fragments and 15% of the black glass fragments. Predictably, these
figures demonstrate that tobacco and liquor were both consumed on the premises.

Officers' Quarters Survey of the park confirmed the presence of significant quantities of material
relating to the occupation of this building. The three designated survey areas which straddled the
officers' quarters together produced almost 20% of all architectural remains, including significant
quantities of brick, window glass, mortar and plaster. As with the canteen, the plaster included
painted fragments indicating that some of the interior walls in the officer's quarters were decorated
with painted plaster. These areas also produced fully 40% of all nails recovered: these attest to both
the substantial nature and the frame construction of the building.

Distributional analyses also indicated that the areas which contained the officers' quarters produced
a relatively high proportion of the coal and slag recovered, and of the wood and charcoal. The former
probably relate to the heating of the structure, but the latter are more likely to pertain to the fabric
of the building, and provide some evidence for its' historically documented destruction by fire in
1872. The high incidence of nails may further reflect the destruction of the building by fire, as this
event precluded the salvage and removal of framing materials and the nails they contained.

The background research indicated that over a third of the floor space of the officers' quarters
consisted of rooms devoted to the preparation, consumption and storage of food. This factor is
reflected in the relatively high representation of domestic debris recovered by the survey. The three
survey areas which straddled this structure together produced 17% of all ceramic tablewares, and
27% of all glass tablewares.

The analysis of ceramic tablewares further indicated that the officers' quarters had a disproportionate
quantity of more expensive wares. Fully 86% of the ceramic tableware rim sherds consisted of
expensive wares. This figure is more than twice that for the areas of the soldiers' quarters and
canteen, and clearly indicates that the distributions of material goods within the Framed Infantry
Barracks reflect the relative economic and social status of the occupants who resided in different
areas of the complex.

Soldiers' Quarters Survey of the park confirmed the presence of significant quantities of remains
relating to the occupation of the soldiers' quarters. The area which contained the main body of the
structure produced almost a third of all architectural remains recovered, including significant
quantities of brick, window glass, mortar and plaster. As with the officers' quarters and the canteen,
the plaster included painted fragments indicating that some of the interior walls in the soldiers'
quarters were decorated with painted plaster.
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The soldiers' quarters served as the residence for several hundred individuals for a period of some
decades. Domestic activities are well represented in the relatively high representation of related refuse
recovered by the survey: 30% of all tableware ceramics, 18% of all tableware glass, and 26% of the
container glass. Although the distributional study suggests that the soldiers had a lower proportion
of expensive ceramics, they did enjoy certain creature comforts. This is indicated by the fact that this
area produced 27% of all smoking pipe fragments, and 28% of the black glass fragments which may
relate to the consumption of liquor.

The area containing the soldiers' quarters also contained a significant proportion of the faunal
remains: fully 42% of the bone refuse. While some of this material is associated with the soldiers'
quarters, most of it was recovered immediately to the north, especially in the vicinity of the stockade.
These distributions probably represent refuse disposal for the two nearby soldiers' cook
houses.

Ordnance and Sniders Magazines Test pit survey confirmed the presence of a significant
concentration of remains in the area of the magazine compound. Architectural remains within this
area account for 11% of the total sample, and brick fragments are particularly well represented. The
one architectural material which is very poorly represented is window glass. The virtual absence of
window glass in this area would be consistent with the function and presumed structure of this
compound, as both magazines probably lacked windows for security reasons.

The magazine compound was the one major structure or complex within the Framed Infantry
Barracks which did not include domestic activities. This fact is reflected in the absence or low ratio
of domestic items, including ceramic and glass tablewares, utilitarian ceramics, personal items, etc.

Interestingly, none of the sample of arms recovered by the survey was found in the vicinity of the
ordnance magazine and Sniders magazine. Given the small sample size, this negative correlation may
not be significant. However, it may reflect safety restrictions about the discharge of firearms in
proximity to the magazines.

Framed Hospital Compound The 1997 survey was limited to the area containing the eastern half
of the Framed Hospital building. A total of 133 artifacts were recovered from this area, and these
included a range of material. Unfortunately, the low frequency of the remains generally precluded any
meaningful interpretations of their potential association with the hospital. The one exception to the
above was indicated by the analysis of container glass. The sample from Victoria Park included only
two bottle fragments with flanged lips. Flanged lips often occur on medicine vials. Both specimens
were recovered in the vicinity of the Framed Hospital. The recovery of these specimens from the
vicinity of the hospital, and their absence elsewhere, is strong evidence for their association with the
use of the hospital building.

Other Framed Barracks Facilities A wide range of other buildings and structures existed within the
Framed Infantry Barracks in addition to those described above. The potential condition of these
remains varies somewhat according to their nature and location. Many by their very nature would
include or consist of deeply buried cultural remains. Among these are the wells, privies, and 12,000
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gallon subterranean water tanks. The reconstruction of land use history suggests that virtually all of
these and other structures within the former Framed Infantry Barracks are probably represented by
surviving below-ground archaeological remains. The only significant exceptions would be the portions
of the bastions which projected into modern road rights-of-way, and the segment of the northern
stockade, realigned in 1867, which would follow the alignment of the centre of Central Avenue.

CONCLUSIONS

The various studies of Victoria Park undertaken on behalf of the City over the past several years have
all identified the property as an area of great archaeological potential. While much remains to be
learned about the below-ground heritage resources within the property, the 1997 survey confirms the
presence of substantial and significant archaeological resources within Victoria Park. Altogether, the
evidence indicates that Victoria Park contains the largest and best preserved historic archaeological
site in the City of London.

Most archaeological remains recovered during the survey relate to the 19* century Framed Infantry
Barracks. This complex formed an integral part of the military reserve in London, and had a
tremendous impact on the social and economic development of the early municipality. The garrison
was the largest British force in Canada west of Toronto at the time it was established. It played a
crucial role in the security of Western Ontario in the mid 19th century, from the months following the
Rebellion of 1837 through to the American Civil War and the Fenian Raids of the 1860's.

Research further indicates that the property has important links to the history of the black community
in London and its relationship to the Underground Railway and the development of an integrated
educational system in the 1850's. Still later archaeological remains confirmed by the assessment date
from the early 1870's onward, and pertain to the evolution of the property as London's oldest public
park. Several nationally important individuals were involved in this development, including William
Saunders and Sir John Carting.

The relative significance of the archaeological remains within Victoria Park varies according to the
particular remains in question. However, the present study indicates that the collective archaeological
resources within the property are not only of local and regional, but also of provincial and national
significance.
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