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The construction of monumental architecture dates back thousands of years in Eastern North America.
Multidisciplinary excavations at the primary mound at Shiloh, a major early Mississippian period center
in western Tennessee, has helped show how such monuments were constructed in the past and how
they can be documented in the present. The Shiloh project was undertaken from 1999 to 2004 by the
National Park Service because Mound A, the largest mound on the site, was eroding into the Tennessee
River, and engineering studies indicated much of it would be lost within a matter of decades. With the
advice and support of the Chickasaw Nation, the excavations and subsequent analyses and reporting
documented a wealth of information, with the two-volume technical monograph released in 2013
available online, supplemented by >15 gigabytes of supporting data. With over 50 absolute dates,
Mound A is known to have been built from ca. A.D. 950-1300 in a series of construction episodes that
included, at times, the use of carefully selected, brightly colored soils. As a result of this project, we now
know that mound construction was sometimes a far more complicated and ceremonially charged
activity than traditionally assumed. As we shall see, while much was done and learned, much remains to
be accomplished by future generations, as is always the case in archaeology.
Those interested in the final monograph may find a pdf copy at
http://pidba.org/anderson/cv/2013.Anderson.Shiloh.pdf
The main mound profile is available at:
http://pidba.org/anderson/cv/Shiloh.foldout.pdf
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